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Introduction:
2010 is looking very much like the year we left behind. Many of us dared to embrace the
new year with very tentative hopes that some improvement it the conditions of the
Palestinian people in Gaza and in the various enclaves of the Northern and Southern West
Bank might see some improvement.
There were some hopes in the first months of the year that there was a new resolve in the
White House and the American Administration to ‘get tough’ with Israel on the rapid
expansion of settlements in the West Bank and on the vigorous policy or colonisation of
East Jerusalem especially in the areas that surround the so called ‘Holy Basin’; those
villages or suburbs that surround the Old City and the Mount of Olives. The focus of
Israeli settlement has been the Sheik Jarrah, Abu Deis and Silwan areas and hundreds of
Palestinian families have been or will be forcibly displaced. Those hopes were recently
dashed with the visit of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to the White House.
Though Netanyahu promised ‘confidence building measures’ with the Palestinian
Authority during that visit the home demolitions in East Jerusalem restarted the day after
the Prime Minister’s return to Israel. Thus we all saw the meaning of ‘confidence
building’ with renewed home demolitions after an eight months lull.
The most dramatic event in a very eventful six months was perhaps the Free Gaza Flotilla
of six ships organised by the Free Gaza Movement and the Turkish Foundation for
Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief or IHH as it is known. Instead of
bringing world attention to the continued and brutal siege of the Gaza Strip the world’s
attention was drawn to the flotilla itself and even after nine tragic deaths the Israel
propaganda machine managed to turn attention, at least of parliaments, to the provocative
nature of the flotilla itself and divert attention from the simmering humanitarian disaster
that is the Gaza Strip today.
The situation in the Gaza strip effects every Palestinian inside Israel and in the Occupied
Territories. It is proof positive of the divisions in the Palestinian community and a
striking example to the whole community that peace is a very long way away. We in the
Society of St. Yves in our daily contact with clients in Jerusalem and in the Occupied
Territories are stuck by the observation that most if not all of our clients identify very
strongly with the besieged population of the Gaza Strip and that identification goes so far
as to envision that this too could be the fate of every Palestinian community. If it were
possible to subject the whole of Palestine to Psychiatric examination one would be forced
to conclude that Palestine is clinically depressed and deprived of even a modicum of hope
in a better future. Most believe the status quo as it exists today will continue well into the
future.
There is also a strong feeling that the Palestinian community and its suffering does not
impinge on the world community and that Palestine is friendless. We are struck by the
fact that the majority of the Palestinian civilian population in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories and in particular those living in the long besieged Gaza Strip, in Area C of the
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Northern and Southern West Bank and in East Jerusalem, continued to endure a life of
restrictions to personal movement, severely restricted commercial movements of
products, confiscations of Identity Documents amounting to confiscation of identity itself
and in summary, continued to endure a life that can only be described as devoid of human
rights and human dignity and more of economic opportunity.
It is abundantly clear that the situation of the Palestinian community is not improving and
on the contrary remains stagnant and is worsening.
Case Area Report
1.

Legal Services.

Activity Report by four months interval
Active files as at March 1st 2010.

0

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period

410
441

Active files as at June 30th 2010.

31

We have added to the Case area Report another category, Legal Services, at the
suggestion of Adv. Sliman Shaheen who was a consultant lawyer during the Maternity
Leave of the Legal Director, Manal Hazzan.
Actually these are legal services that the Society has always provided and Adv. Shaheen
felt that it should be reported because in fleshes out a great deal the total picture of the
services provided by the Society.
It has always been the mission of the Society to be community lawyers rooted in and
available to the local communities. To that aim there is a daily schedule of Lawyers who
will take all of the client intake of that day. Many of the people presenting do not require
a file being opened and some matters can be dealt with summarily or at least in the space
of a few days or a few weeks. Most of these summary matters are services provided to the
poor who would otherwise have to pay quite high fees to lawyers in the open market and
involve the drawing up and witnessing by a lawyer of a Statutory Declaration or an
Affidavit in order to further progress a matter through one of the Ministries or
departments of the Municipality or the National Insurance Institute. These matters do not
involve a disputed claim but rather are matters that require a declaration to be made and
certain documents to be produced in order to move a file forward or to completion. Many
of these recorded services involved telephone consultations (152) with clients in order to
clarify a right or to describe the array of documents that would need to be produced in
order to advance a matter or claim. Some were consultations with respect to client rights
to Benefits through the National Insurance Institute (122) and guidance on how to clain
those rights.
As stated above, the Society has been providing these services to the poor for the last ten
and more years but we have never reported on the services because in many if not most
cases they do not result in the opening of a file for prolonged legal or Para legal action.
These service appointment however do take lawyer and Para legal time and are now
recorded in order to better plan manpower resources. In the space of four (4) months from
March 1st through June 30th some 441 people were provided services of this nature. In at
least half of the cases the services can be completed satisfactorily within the space of an
hour while in other cases the matters can be resolved over a period of days and in a small
number of cases the assembling and presentation of documents and declarations can take
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a week or more. Extrapolated over the period of a whole year it is evident that the Society
provides minor but otherwise costly legal services to some 1,300 people who might
otherwise be unable to afford them.
2.

Legal Support Unit.

Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

71

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period

72
96

Active files as at June 30th 2010.

95

The Legal support Unit continues to consolidate its contribution and effectiveness in
client intake and service delivery. Originally conceived in late 2007 because of a
perceived need in the Society to streamline cases and develop a workable system of case
intake. Many of the operational systems were developed in the years 2000 through 2004
and were becoming not responsive enough to the situation in which we found ourselves.
There has been a marked and palpable deepening of poverty in the Palestinian population
as a whole and if this is true of Jerusalem then it is doubly true of the West Bank and of
Gaza, which is the hardest hit of all. The streamlined procedures have been in place since
the start of 2008 and have proven very successful.
The Legal Support Unit is essentially dealing with civil and economic rights entitlements
of East Jerusalem Palestinians. For many years there has been an inbuilt discrimination
and Palestinians have not known their rights. The Society prior to the establishment of
this unit took clients as they came and lawyers processed the cases. This was hugely time
consuming and took the lawyers away from more professionally demanding and
important cases.
Only when an action or inquiry fails to be resolved at the level of Legal Support is it then
sent on to the lawyers for further action. The legal support unit of course initiates claims
filling applications and providing all required documentation including medical records
and proofs of residency and then follows the application through to conclusion. Only
when applications are rejected or claims disputed are files sent to the lawyers and opened
as case files in the area of National Insurance.
Since the Legal Support Unit is principally concerned with economic and social justice
and rights the intervention logic in these cases is taken from the National Insurance case
area was originally slated to be to open some 60 to 70 cases per year but in the full
working year 2009 these estimates proved to be much underestimated and a new taget
was set and is now stated to be:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To open in the order of 120 to 130 case files per year.

ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to conclusion in the order of 110 to 120 case files per year.

In the 2009 Narrative Report we reported that:
“As of December 31st 2009 no less than 120 files had been closed successfully in this area of social and financial
rights and these figures represent claims that required from 3 months to perhaps a year to resolve satisfactorily.”
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The revised area Work Plan indicates we expect a success rate of 110 to 120 cases per
year and this expectation seems to be on track with some 72 files brought to a successful
close in the first half year period. All of these files were closed successfully and any that
fail are passed on to the lawyers for action in court. These cases that are passed on to the
lawyers are reflected in the National Insurance Case area and reported separately there.
The intervention logic was to open in the order of 120 to 130 new cases in the year and
the first half year figures of 96 new cases added may indicate another revision of the
goals we have set in this area. In the year 2009 Report we indicated that in January 2010
Janet Rofa will take a qualified legal secretary as an apprentice to train in the field of
social and economic rights and this has been successfully implemented adding to the
strength of the Para Legal department.
3.

Family Reunification.

Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

74

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period

20
35

Active files as at June 30th 2010.

89

It is worth restating that the essence and the variety of problems and issues that comprise
the causes of action in the area of Family Reunification are historical in origin. In 1967
the State of Israel annexed East Jerusalem to itself and since that time its primary goal
and the objects of all of its policies has been to create a demographic and geophysical
reality that will prevent any future challenge to Israel’s sovereignty over the city. This
policy is singularly aimed at increasing the number of Jews in the city, especially illegally
annexed East Jerusalem while decreasing the number of Palestinians.
Palestinians are regarded as permanent residents of the city and may lose that status in a
wide variety of circumstances. Because of the aggressive policy of ridding the city of
Palestinians the question of residency is continuously investigated by government
ministries and institutions. While Jews enjoy their rights to health coverage and National
Insurance benefits without question and may choose to reside outside the country and
even take citizenship in a second country, the rights of Palestinians are based solely on
continued residence in the city and they are required to constantly prove that Jerusalem is
their, “Centre of Life.”
The objective of the Society in these cases was stated to be:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To accept and open from 25 to 30 case files per year.

ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to the best conclusion possible from 20 to 25 case files per year.

In the 2009 Narrative Report we reported that:
“At end of year 2009 some 43 files had been brought to the best possible conclusion and again expectations have
been exceeded by almost double as our Work Plan based on past experience had indicated a reasonable
expectation of between 20 and 25 case file completions in the year. Similarly while we had expected an intake of
new cases of some 25 to 30 our actual acceptance of clients and client families was 46 new cases and this is an
indication of both the state of fear and panic of the East Jerusalem Palestinian community and also the improved
and rigorous case work procedures put into place by the Legal Director, Adv. Manal Hazzan.”
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It was decided not to revise the Work Plans of 2010 since we expected some serious staff
shortages during the course of the year. The Legal Director was scheduled to take five (5)
months of Maternity Leave one month less than the six months allowed by law. Further
One of the senior lawyers had to undergo serious surgery and was expected to be absent
from the office on an intermittent basis for some six to eight weeks in all.
The objective to open between 25 to 30 new cases in the course of the year was
nevertheless much exceeded in the first half year in spite of the serious staff shortages
and some 35 new files were added and 20 files brought to the best possible conclusion.
Though this figure is also in excess on the half year indicator of the target set for the full
year it is expected that the closure rate in the second half year will be slower due to the
remaining absence of the Legal Director till August and the fact the Adv. Farid Jubran
will be taking three months leave without pay to make significant progress on his PhD
thesis. Progress which was demanded by his Thesis Supervisor at the University of
Anarbour in Michigan, USA.
4.

Home Demolitions – Jerusalem.

Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

23

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period

0
8

Active files as at June 30th 2010.

31

The table below indicates the extent of the tragedy in East Jerusalem. Care should be
taken to peruse the updated table carefully. Note not only the number of demolitions
carried out but also the number of demolition orders issued. Collectively these orders are
hanging as a Damoclian Sword above the heads of the entire Palestinian Community of
East Jerusalem. Also of note is the sum of the fines levied against those same people.
Year

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
Total for
6 years

Number of
Demolition Orders
Issued against
Palestinians.
829
801
687
477
959
850 (approx)

Number of
Demolitions in East
Jerusalem.

Actual amount collected in paid
fines for Building without a
Permit” – representing 70% of
fines imposed.

152
94
83
78
87
80

NIS 34,084,823
NIS 28,623,223
NIS 19,948,352
NIS 14,498,317
NIS 14,651,216
NIS 13,331,800 (approx)

4,603

574

NIS 125,137,731

The objective of the Society in this area was to:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To open and prosecute (defend) 8 to 12 home demolition cases per year in East
Jerusalem and its Palestinian neighbourhoods involving representation in the
Municipal and Shalom (Magistrates) courts and Appeals to the District court
where allowed and possible.
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ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to completion some 8 to 12 case files per year preventing or postponing
demolitions as best as possible and minimizing the fines invariably imposed by the
courts.

In the 2009 Narrative Report we reported that:
“At year’s end we report that in the second half year more cases were brought to a conclusion with one
outstanding success in Um Layson village which is part of the Jabbel al Mukaber neighbourhood and this success
caught the attention of the Hebrew and Arabic press alike. Complete success in Jerusalem Home Demolition cases
is rare indeed. Some 9 cases were closed and only 2 new cases accepted for defence against Municipal policy of
non-planning of Palestinian neighbourhoods with its second fork of issuing demolition orders, which are criminal
prosecutions and carrying out those demolitions relentlessly.”

As we explained in the 2009 Narrative Report the ‘best practice’ in conducting Jerusalem
Home Demolitions established over many years was and still is to draw the case out as
long as possible to keep the family residence or business premises intact. Each case
demands multiple hearings over the course of its prosecution and the aim in each case is
to delay and postpone judgement. When judgement is imposed lawyers seek first and
foremost to postpone the demolition for as long as possible and secondly to minimize the
fines and come to some arrangement with the court concerning the spread of payments on
a monthly basis over a period of as many years as possible. This does not alleviate the
financial impact on client families but it serves to minimize the burden on monthly
operating budgets of the effected families.
In the second half of 2009 in an effort to re-learn and re-strategise in this area of the
Municipal discrimination against the principal reason why the Society has refrained from
taking on new cases is that Saint Yves has entered into a new programme with the
Jerusalem Legal Aid Centre (JLAC) in order to jointly prosecute home demolitions in
Jerusalem.
What has began in November 2009 is a shared brainstorming approach whereby the
Society of St. Yves, the Jerusalem Legal Aid Centre (JLAC), Lawyers from the
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and two senior and experienced lawyers from the
private sector, Adv. Osama Halabi and Adv. Raed Bashir jointly review and analyse
particular cases with a aim of selecting the best possible cases for successful prosecution.
The object is that St. Yves and JLAC will prosecute some 10 cases each under the
tutelage and with the support of Adv. Osama Halabi and Adv. Raed Bashir both very
experienced Advocates in all areas of Human and Civil rights. Further to this three
lawyers in the private sector will take a similar number of cases. The object is to
brainstorm on best practices for success and to achieve this goal weekly seminar sessions
were held for some months and are continuing on a needs basis as each or the jointly
monitored cases progresses through the courts and to discuss new cases and select the
most likely to yield new and innovative legal arguments which hopefully will set new
precedents and break the Jerusalem Municipality’s stranglehold on the Municipal Court.
This new initiative is under the sponsorship of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC)
and the NRC’s lawyers as stated also attend the seminar sessions. At the same time an
awareness programme will be activated to create knowledge among Jerusalem
landholders and home owners as to the dangers of building and the best ways to found a
request for licenses with the Municipality. It is also envisioned that a public lobby
campaign involving all member organizations of the Jerusalem Coalition will be active in
their involvement. In Addition the Society of St. Yves has produced a brochure describing
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the process of applying for licences to build and the necessary steps that must be taken
when a demolition order is served on a property or building.

Jerusalem Home Demolition workshop.

Following this strategy and in consultation and discussion as described above the Society
has accepted 8 new cases for the defence of homes in the first half year and has brought
no cases to a close.
5.

Home Demolitions – West Bank. Saint Yves Cases.

Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period
Active files as at June 30th 2010.

226

0
0
226

The legal strategy of the Society in the Southern West Bank has changed from the second
half of 2009 when the West Bank House Demolition and Land Confiscation files were
essentially taken over by a full operational Bethlehem office with a staff of one full time
lawyer, one part time lawyer and a full time secretary.
The existing active West Bank demolitions (226) continue to be handled by the Jerusalem
office and all new West Bank are now handled from the Bethlehem office except when a
file progresses through the years long appeals process in Beit El and Ofra and the case
must be prepared and lodged as a Petition in the High Court of Justice at which stage the
long years of experience of the Jerusalem office are indispensable.
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The Society’s strategy which has continued to yield excellent results for clients till today
and for the past twelve years has been, after fighting all appeals possible in The Civil
Administration system of Tribunals, to take cases to the Supreme Court sitting as the
High Court of Justice and to argue the cases on the grounds of International Law, the
Laws of Occupation of Indigenous Peoples and International Human Rights Conventions
as well as the laws of War and Occupation of Conquered Territories.
The strategy was successful while the High Court continued to be favourably disposed to
the granting of Interlocutory Injunctions which prevent demolitions and or the further
confiscation of lands and the destruction of residential and agricultural estate. The High
Court holds some 150 moribund Appeals lodged by the Society and though these cases
are technically closed or suspended they may be reactivated at any time if further
incursions or threats of demolition occur. In recent years the High Court has been less
willing to grant Interlocutory Injunctions in West Bank Home Demolition cases and has
become more disposed to sending the cases back to the Civil Administration in Ofra for
further negotiation and examination.
This West Bank Home Demolition Report covers the period of the first half year in terms
of completion and new intake of cases but is an overview of the entire year in terms of
the prosecution of those 226 cases for which the Society will always remain solely
responsible. The Society has entered into a partnership with the Norwegian Refugee
Council (NRC) whereby the NRC will sponsor all new case intakes in the Bethlehem
office as from July 1st 2009 for the foreseeable future.
The strategic objective of the Society in this area was:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To continue prosecuting the 226 current files that represented all cases accepted by
the Society prior to July 1st 2009

ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to satisfactory completion 4 case files per year.

In the 2009 Narrative Report we reported that:
“At the close of 2009 the Society had continued its policy of the first half year and had lodged some 84 new
appeals with the Civil Administration in Ofra. The work plan had anticipated brining 4 cases to the best possible
conclusion by end of year and in the Society cases 3 were achieved. The target was not met and this is not an
embarrassment since this area as noted above is highly unpredictable because of the long established stalling
tactics of Civil Administration.”

The St. Yves lawyers continued to prosecute the 226 cases opened prior to July 1st 2009
and which are held separate from the NRC sponsored cases opened after that date.
6.

Home Demolitions – West Bank. NRC Cases.

Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

17

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period

3
37

Active files as at June 30th 2010.

51

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) has undertaken to fund an upgrade of the
Bethlehem office from a satellite intake office to a fully functioning legal service. This
has meant the hiring of 3 new staff; a part time lawyer, a secretary and a full time lawyer.
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The project does not change the nature of the Society’s work and all cases are generated
through the engine and the overview of the Jerusalem office. Nevertheless the costing of
the files taken from July 1st 2009 and the costing of the new staff will be attributed to the
NRC. This is the first time that the Society has ever acted as a project within a project
and some reporting modalities may be a little skewed in the teething period.
For the first year teething period we set the following strategic modalities:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To accept and open from 20 to 35 case files per year.

ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to satisfactory completion 4 case files per year.

In the half year reporting period 37 new cases have been accepted for prosecution and 3
files were closed and as the File report indicates there are now some 51 new cases being
processed since July 1st 2009.
In two (2) of the three cases that were closed the clients were from the South Hebron
Hills area and in the end preferred to give their files to a local lawyer rather than continue
to make the sometimes arduous journey to Bethlehem. The third file was closed after
some six months of trying unsuccessfully to reopen the appeal process with the Civil
Administration at Ofra. The time for making the appeal had well and truly lapsed as the
client had left it too long before seeking legal help. For this reason the Society printed a
brochure explaining what West Bank residents should and must do if they receive
Administrative Demolition orders and this brochure is being widely distributed in the
West Bank.
7.

National Insurance.

Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period
Active files as at June 30th 2010.

71

6
2
67

Since the inception of the Legal Support Unit two years ago much of the burden in the
National Insurance cases has been lifted from the lawyers. Essentially the National
Insurance cases are about Civil and Economic Rights issues as well as issues of
entrenched discrimination and involve obtaining financial (welfare) benefits for our
clients including invalid, old age and widow's pensions, child and unemployment
benefits, burial grants, income and unemployment insurance and the rights to medical
benefits. Since the Society has been taking these types of cases it has brought millions of
shekels into the East Jerusalem community in almost every case to the poor, the
marginalized and the destitute. The aim was to be "community lawyers" operating in the
community, for the community and responding to the needs of the community. After the
establishing of the Legal Support Unit only the most difficult cases requiring legal action
in the Labour Court are conducted by the lawyers.
Hence the strategic modalities were revised working on 2009 results:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
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To accept and open from 3 to 5 case files per year (essentially cases which could
not be resolved by the Legal Support Unit.).
ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to satisfactory completion 8 to 12 case files per year.

During the first half year period the lawyers accepted for prosecution in the Labour Court
2 new cases both of which were inherited from the Legal Support Unit after the Unit
could push them no further. A further 6 cases were settled in the labour court
successfully.
8.

Permits.

Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

67

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period
Active files as at June 30th 2010

0
0
67

There has been severe structural damage to the mechanisms in place since the Oslo
Accords and gaining a permit to enter, work or even pass through Israel is close to
impossible.
In the half year 2009 Narrative Report we reported that:
“The procedures that were applicable in 2008 involved lodging the request with the Civil Palestinian Committee
which then passed it to the Civil Administration in Beit El in the Northern West Bank. Since all communication
between Israel and the Palestinian Authority and all of its committees and institutions has been frozen since the
Gaza War and because Israel continues to expand settlements in the West Bank, there is now no longer any
mechanism in place in which to lodge an application. It was once possible for Human Rights organizations to
bypass this mechanism in severe and urgent humanitarian cases by lodging the request with the Israeli
Coordinator of Government Activities in the Occupied Territories (COGAT) but since the Gaza War the
Coordinator has refused to accept or even talk to any Human Rights organizations whether Palestinian or Israeli
or Church. Our hands are tied until there is some resolution of this intergovernmental impasse but the Society is
able to continue with the cases that were already in process with the Civil Administration prior to the breakdown
in communications channels. It goes without saying however that the Civil Administration moves slowly and more
so since the Gaza War.”

This situation has not changed in any way save for the fact that President Obama was
able to convince Prime Minister Netanyahu to lift if only slightly some of the more
draconian measures put into place by Israel since the Gaza War as ‘confidence building
measures.’
The Society’s strategic goal in Permits is stated to be:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To open in the order of fifteen (15) to thirty five (35) case files per year.

ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to a successful conclusion, that is the grant of a permit, somewhere in the
order of 25 to 35 case files per year.

Since the rules have changed so radically so also the Society has had to change its
strategies and methodologies. Where once the lawyers would take the particulars of a
client and copy all the relevant documents to proceed with an application they are now
more limited. The new strategy is to assist in obtaining a permit in the following areas:
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1. The giving of legal advice and guidance on how to make a personal application for
a permit.
2. Providing legal assistance to who have ‘security preventions’ preventing them
from obtaining a permit or from leaving the country.
3. Providing legal assistance to people who are in need of medical treatment.
4. Giving legal counselling and assistance to people who are unable to access their
lands in the seam zone behind the barrier Wall or Fence.
In 2, 3, and 4, above the lawyers are able to offer some assistance to individuals and at
very least clear a path for them to make a hopeful application to the Israeli District
Commissioner’s Office (DCO) but in the case of 1 above all the lawyers can do is prepare
an application for a client so that the person can lodge an application at the DCO who do
not even so much as give an acknowledgement of receipt or issue a file or application
number thus holding out no hope of ‘tracing’ of the application. Many applicants are
simply left in Limbo.
In the first half year reporting period the Bethlehem office took 23 new Permit
applications and it is interesting to note that in 21 of those files permits were denied due
to ‘Security Prevention’ and one other due to Police Prevention. The lawyers were
successful in 6 applications and permits were granted. 2 permits were granted to allow the
clients to attend embassies in Tel Aviv for final interviews and receipt of immigration
visas. 2 security prevention orders were lifted to allow religious observance during
Muslim and Christian feasts. 1 permit was granted on medical grounds and finally in a
doubly favourable outcome a security prevention order was lifted allowing for the
successful lodging of a Family Reunification and the granting of a permit allowing for
spousal cohabitation in Jerusalem. Adv. Ramzi Backleh who deals with the Permit files
has been sharing best practices with Machsom Watch staff to improve their success rate
since in 2009 with well over one hundred applications they received not a single permit.
9.

Land Confiscations. Saint Yves Cases.

Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period
Active files as at June 30th 2010.

22

2
0
20

As was reported in the West Bank Home Demolition area the Land Confiscation cases are
a central aspect of the Bethlehem office as it operates as a client intake base. Some of the
22 cases in the area of Land Confiscation are covered by existing High Court Petitions
and the Interlocutory Injunctions that were issued pursuant to the actions taken by the
Society prior to July 1st 2009 when the files fell under NRC reporting.
The objective in 2010 was to:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To continue to prosecute the 22 Saint Yves cases in the Southern West Bank area.

ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to satisfactory completion 1 to 4 case files per year.
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In the first half year the Society managed to resolve 2 of the 22 cases for which it remains
responsible.
As has been explained and reported often before Civil Administration draws these cases
out more than in many other areas and for the obvious reasons of giving settlers the time
to build on colonized stolen land and create facts on the ground. The Land confiscation
cases takes between five to ten years to resolve and what we often find is that “facts on
the ground” have been well and truly established and often we are left to bargain on the
remainder of a clients land. In the harshest of cases settlements have aggressively
colonises or fenced of whole land parcels and the aggrieved land owner is left with no
regress or compensation.
In the half year reporting period the Society brought to completion 2 land cases with
partial recovery of arable lands to their owners.
10. Land Confiscations. NRC Cases.
Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

1

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period

0
1

Active files as at June 30th 2010.

2

From July 1st 2009 the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) has undertaken patronage of
and partnership in the revitalised Bethlehem office. From that date all Land Confiscation
and Home Demolition issues in the Southern West Bank have come under its purview.
The objective in 2010 was to:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To open in the order of 3 to 5 case files per year in the Southern West Bank.

ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to satisfactory completion 1 to 2 case files per year.

Certainly the intake of a single case in the half year matches with the Work Plan estimate
based on the activity in the area over the past several years. It is to be hoped that the
vitality that the NRC has brought to many areas of the work of the Society and other
organisations will flow into the area of Land Confiscations. It’s not that the Society or the
many other organisations peacefully resisting the rigors of the Occupation have become
lazy or self satisfied. They have become so worn down by complying with Civil
Administration bureaucratic mechanisms that they cannot see other ways that may be in
the offing. The NRC has a certain knack of jogging players out of their lethargy and back
into the game. We hope that this will be the case in this area of the Society’s work.
11. Class Actions. (Miscellaneous Cases & Miscellaneous Office Actions)
Activity Report by half-year intervals
Active files as at January 1st 2010.

48

Files completed in the first half-year period
New files added in the first half-year period

27+21
5+4
4+2

Active files as at June 30th 2010.

27+22

49
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The case strategy in both the areas of Miscellaneous Cases and Miscellaneous Office
Actions which have been combined to form the Class Actions area, has always been to
right injustices where we ourselves see them or which come to the Society's attention
through client complaints or through seeing patterns of discrimination as they emerge in
basic similarities between many cases in particular areas. The object of the Class Action
area is stated as follows:
To challenge the Governmental policy of discrimination and deliberately imposed
hardships upon the Palestinian population in East Jerusalem, Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, with a view to expulsion or forced (encouraged) migration of that
population. In particular to assist individuals and groups to resist discrimination with
respect to Fundamental Human Rights to Freedom of Movement, Economic and Social
even-handedness, Equality and Justice.
The Society endeavours to do this by gathering evidence and substantial data bases from
all of its cases and thereafter instigating Class Actions Petitions to the High Court of
Justice. In the categories of Miscellaneous Cases and Office Actions the Society accepts
and prosecutes case files in order to gather enough significant similar fact data to enable a
Class Action. Thus, to achieve this objective, individual case files are conducted in areas
like:
 The wilful or negligent or deliberate damages resulting from acts of settlers or the
Israeli armed forces.
 The arbitrary, unfair and draconian assessment of Municipal Taxes.
 The arbitrary, unfair and draconian assessment of Land Taxes while depriving
owners of the use of the land.
 The draconian, thoroughly disruptive and discriminatory withholding of Religious
Sponsored Visas particularly to clergy of Arab and Palestinian origin.
The objective in 2009 was to:
i.

Intervention Logic & Methodology of Action.
To open for research and case preparation an average of eight (8) to ten (10) cases
files per year.

ii.

Objective Verification (Performance Indicators / Time Frames).
To bring to three (3) Petitions before the High Court of Justice in the first years
and thereafter to aspire to five (5) to seven (7) Principal Petitions per year.

Several Class Action cases were reported in the Narrative Report 2009 as being in
preparation for Petitions to the High Court of Justice. An update on the progress of these
cases together with a description of other areas now in research is warranted:
 The Wadi Fukin cases where the Society is addressing the recurring problem of sewage spills from the
settlement of Beitar onto the rich agricultural lands of Wadi Fukin. This case has also had the attraction of
allowing the Society to work hand in hand with a variety of other organizations like Friends of the Earth
Middle East (FoEME), the West Bank village of Wadi Fukin, the Council of Arab villages of Batir which
includes 5 villages, Yesh Din and Bimkom among other organizations. The case concerns the flow of sewage
onto agricultural lands but has grown to a much more global discussion involving the Israeli Ministry of
Environment and HaGihon, the Israeli Water and Sewage Authority on water use and planning. It will be an
ongoing project for some years and hopefully may result in more respectful land use, better water conservation
and logical planned waste disposal.

The case was concluded on the face of it, successfully. The overflows of raw sewage
into the agricultural lands if the Wadi has stopped. The case however is illustrative of
the difficulties faced when local NGOs attempt to work together. What emerged in
Narrative Report Half-Year 2010
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legal research was the plain fact that the spillage into Wadi Fukin could easily have
been solved had there been a regional plan for sewage treatment. The German
Government offered to undertake complete financial responsibility for the construction
of a plant together with the means of collection of raw sewage and disposal or
recycling of purified water from the five Palestinian villages in the surrounding area
together with the settlements of Betar. The Israeli Government refused absolutely to
allow the plan to be implemented. One of the participating NGOs took matters into its
own hands and secured the services of a water specialist and conducted negotiations
with the Betar Municipality without the foreknowledge of the other participating
NGOs. St. Yves called for a meeting to coordinate efforts and insist on cooperation
and consultation. Essentially our efforts were ignored and since the symptomatic
problem, that of the spillage of sewage had been solved the Society withdrew from the
case.
 Another group of cases in the Family Reunification area which is giving rise to long term research is the
question raised by and the discriminatory enforcement of the security provisions within the Entry into Israel
Law, section 3 (c) as amended in 2006. The provisions of this section make it impossible for a Family
Reunification Application to be accepted for processing if the applying couple or family has any relatives that
are tainted by or even suspected of even minor security or criminal offences. It makes no difference that the
applying couple are themselves completely without guilt or the suspicion of guilt. Their application will be
rejected even if someone related only through marriage to a member of their respective families is so
suspected.

The offensive section in this case was removed by amending legislation and so there
was no reason to continue research.
 The Bethlehem Municipality recently engaged the Society on its own behalf and on behalf of several private
land owners with respect to access to very substantial areas of olive groves which have become inaccessible
because of the construction of the Wall and Security Barrier in the area of northern Bethlehem. The Society
continues to get ad hoc access to the groves for tilling and harvesting but aims to get a High Court resolution
allowing systematic and assured access to the north Bethlehem agricultural lands. The Society is working on
this projected case together with Neve Shalom the joint Palestinian Arab and Jewish Israeli village near to the
Trappist Monastery of Latrun between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.

The case was resolved after initiating inquiry letter and the land owners were allowed
to access their olive trees save for those that lay on State Land. It was not an optimal
solution but it precluded further hopeful or effective legal action.
 The Beit Jalla Municipality has also contacted the Society on a further illegal expansion of the boundaries of
the Jerusalem Municipality. The expansion has meant that the Beit Jalla slaughterhouse now is half inside
Jerusalem and half outside of Jerusalem in the Southern West Bank. The Jerusalem Municipality is demanding
taxes on the half of the complex that now sits inside Jerusalem and the response of the Beit Jalla Municipality
has been to wall off the Jerusalem half of the slaughterhouse and leave it to dereliction. This is a very complex
case and the Society has involved the whole Legal Committee of the Board of Directors to strategize on
possible constructive ways forward.

The Beit Jalla Municipality has suspended this case because the Jerusalem
Municipality simply has stopped its encroachment and though it still sends Municipal
Arnona (City Service Taxes) each year it has not enforced the invoices for payment or
in any other way asserted Municipal authority.
A number of other areas have been earmarked for research as Principled Actions in the
High Court and these are:
i. The case of the Silesian Sisters Laura Vinocia School at Cremisan – Beit Jalla and
the route of the Separation Barrier Wall.
The planned Israeli route of the Wall would put the school and all of its facilities
in Israel and Jerusalem district thus depriving 170 pre and elementary school, 30
children with learning difficulties and 150 youth (both Christian and Muslim) from
the Bethlehem district who attend the youth club in the school facilities from
Narrative Report Half-Year 2010
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ii.

iii.

iv.

access to the school. The school is also home to annual summer camps for youth
from the Bethlehem and Beit Jalla areas.
The nuns are not the only ones effected as some of the land which faces
confiscation contains homes and agricultural land as well as lands owned by the
Muslim Waqf.
The Society is representing the nuns and has recently been joined with the
acceptance of the court to all of the other claimants. This is a case which definitely
will go to the High Court of Israel for final arbitration.
The Ministry of the Interior Appeals Committee case is the result of recent Israeli
legislation which created an new course for appeals against the Ministry of the
Interior rejection of residency claims.
Up until recently in such a case lawyers could resort to an Appeal in the District
Court but the new legislation sidelines that avenue and gives the power to the
Appeals Committee which has no physical address and no phone number and is
accessible only by fax.
The suspicion in the entire legal community is that the committee resides in the
Ministry of the Interior itself which if true speaks volumes for its credibility and
impartiality. The Society intends to challenge the validity of the Appeals
Committee in the High Court of Justice.
Recent legislative changes involving Palestinian residents of Jerusalem concerns
the issuing of temporary Identity Numbers (IDs) which are vital for receiving
benefits and especially health care benefits.
Prior to the change in legislation everyone who was granted residency in Israel and
who resided in Israel and occupied East Jerusalem was able to receive a
Temporary ID number and be entitled to health care benefits.
The new legislation restricts the issue of Temporary ID numbers to babies under
one year of age thus depriving thousands of children and adults of medical care
benefits. The Society is researching an Appeal to the High Court on the grounds of
discrimination.
The village of Nahaleen in the Bethlehem district and close to Wadi Fukin is now
experiencing overflows of raw sewage into its agricultural lands as did its sister
village of Wadi Fukin and the Society has been approached and accepted to take
the case.
The Society lawyers have the experience of the years of work on the Wadi Fukin
case and are researching legal methods to obtain a favourable outcome for the
village in the soonest possible time. A Petition to the High Court of Justice could
greatly save time.

Organisational Development, Consolidation and Capacity Building.
In the Future Search which was held over three days from 29th through 31st October 2009
and sought to determine through mutual brainstorming between the Board of Directors
and the Staff of the Society a compass to the future work and activity of the Society. We
were privileged to work through the facilitation or Dr. Han Rakel key staff of Cordaid,
Jeanne Abdulla, Willemijn Leehouts and Trees Zbidat-Kosterman as well as Ms. Rana
Nashashibi the Director of the Palestinian Counselling Centre and Adv. Hassan Jabereen
and his partner Mrs. Rina Jabereen from Adalah, the centre for human and civil rights in
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Israel. Not all of the Board were able to attend for long sessions and not all external
actors were present in all of the sessions. The important fact is that all of the staff of the
Society was present and highly motivated to contribute and to listen to all of the ideas in
the brainstorming.
A good number of short, medium and long term actions were planned and as at the half
year mark it must be admitted that progress in achieving some of these goals has been
slow. There were extenuating circumstances as key members of the Admin Team were
not present for substantial periods in the early New Year. Adv. Manal Hazzan was on
five months Maternity Leave and Bill Docherty was in Holland and Australia for 2
months. Very little progress was made with the reshaping of the Board and the Board did
not meet at all in the first half year period.
Rana Nashashibi was contacted and eagerly came to the Society with her deputy Rheema
Awad for a preliminary meeting and gave a general outline of the structures that could be
introduced in order to improve the overall administration of the Society. For reasons of a
death in the family (Janet), an overseas engagement (Raffoul), sickness (Farid), and
Maternity Leave (Manal), only Bill was at the Society at the time but at least we were
able look at the steps which could be taken under Rana and Rheema’s guidance in the
second half of the year and Bill was able to give a comprehensive briefing to the other
members of the Admin Team.
Lobby, Advocacy and Awareness Raising.

Ms. Janet Rofa addresses students in a Know Your Rights lecture

In the first half of 2010 the Society lawyers continued to hold seminars for the local
community in an endeavour to raise awareness of human and civil rights. In 2009 we
extended these talks to include the graduating classes of local High Schools so as to give
a basic preparation to graduating students of the world that they would be facing outside
of the class room. Areas covered were employment rights and travelling in and out of the
West Bank should a person choose to study in Bethlehem or in Beir Zeit of other higher
education institutions in the Northern or Southern West Bank. These particular lectures
have been highly sought after by schools and have proven successful.
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The seminar presentations of ‘ Know your Rights’ continued through 2009 and 2010 and
these presentations have been very successful not only as a community education
outreach but also as a forum where many (mainly) women feel secure and comfortable
enough to disclose some of the problems that face their own family.
The Society continues to belong to a number of important networks such as the Jerusalem
Coalition, Displacement Work Group (DWG) which is comprised of most Human Rights
organisations in the greater Jerusalem area and the West Bank. It has now been decided in
the DWG that a separate smaller committee be formed which will deal specifically with
legal aid and the Society has been appointed joint chair together with the Norwegian
Refugee Council (NRC) in the DWG Legal Task Force. DWG itself is made up of many
international and Human Rights organisations: (Badil and OCHA and is a loose association of the
following organisations: Addameer, Action Against Hunger, Spain, Al Haq, Al Mezan, AIC, ARIJ, Al, Quds Law
Clinic, Austcare, Badil, BIMKOM, Btselem, CARE Intnl., CPT, CISP, Civic Coalition re Jerusalem, COOPI, DCI
– Palestine section, Diakonia, EAPPI, Ensan Centre, German Dev. Centre, ICS, ICTJ, IDMC/NRC, IWPS, Ir
Amim, ICAHD, Japan Intnl. Volunteer Ctr, Maan Development Ctr, MAP UK, Oxfam UK, Oxfam Solidarite –
Belgium, PA Govt. Spokesperson, PCBS, PCHR, RHR, ICRC, Relief Intnl., Society of Saint Yves, Save the
Children UK, Shatil, UNFPA, Stop the Wall, ACRI, UNFPA, UNDP, UNODC, UNICEF, UNIFEM, UNOCHA,
UNRWA, UN OHCHR, UNSCO, UN WHO, WCLAC, WCLAC, World Vison, Yesh Din, ActiveStills, PICCR.)

Saint Yves continues to the home and host of CCAO – the Committee of Catholic Aid
Organizations which is comprised of:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.
xii.
xiii.

Apostolic Delegation, Secretariat of Solidarity (SecSol)
Bethlehem University (BU)
Caritas Baby Hospital-Kinder Hilfe Bethlehem (KHB)
Caritas Jerusalem (CJ)
Catholic Relief Service (CRS)
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land. (Custos)
Deutsche Verein vom Heiligen Lande (DVHL)
Holy Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation (HCEF)
Latin Patriarchate, General Administration (LP)
Pontifical Mission for Palestine (PMP)
Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP)
Secours Catholique (SC)
Society of Saint Yves (SoSY)

The Society also maintains its of intake interns on a yearly basis from the worldwide,
Faculty For Israel Palestinian Peace (FFIPP) and these internships have proven a valuable
outreach particularly to European universities but also to the Society as each intern is
directed in research projects beneficial to the Society and also to other Human Rights
organisations in Jerusalem in particular and in the West Bank.
Conclusions.
As in any legal office the work continues unabated and even though the Society was hit
by the absences of several staff during the first half year the work went on and was not
reduced nor the quality influenced.
The absence of staff members did however cause the energy and enthusiasm of the staff
to move forward and capitalise on the Future Search provided by Cordaid and facilitated
so effectively by Dr. Han Rakels to lapse somewhat and this is a pity.
Adv. Raffoul Rofa
Director
The Latin Patriarchate Society of Saint Yves
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